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Filed for intro on  05/31/2000

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 885
By  Graves

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the First Baptist Church
of Greenbrier.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should recognize

those venerable religious institutions and their congregations who, through their unflagging

capacity for love, dedication of spirit, and faith in God, strive to enrich the lives of people in their

communities; and

WHEREAS, the First Baptist Church of Greenbrier is most assuredly one such

extraordinary group of people who is deserving of special praise and commendation; and

WHEREAS, this year, the church's congregation will join together for the Heritage Day

Celebration on September 10, 2000, in recognition of their positive influence in the Greenbrier

community and the many different mission points by which they have helped to carry the

Gospel; and

WHEREAS, the celebration will be a time of reflecting on the past, giving thanks for the

present, and eagerly anticipating the future; and
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WHEREAS, it was in 1885 that a handful of 22 believers in Christ, with divine inspiration

and faith in God assembled as Greenbrier Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, the church experienced tremendous membership growth due to the initiative

of those faithful Christian workers; today, this fine congregation consists of a total membership

of 1,224 and a resident membership of 855; and

WHEREAS, dedicated to the noble precepts of leading a Christian life and committed to

academic excellence, the First Baptist Church of Greenbrier began the first kindergarten in the

area in 1955; and

WHEREAS, further ministering to the good people of the church community, the First

Baptist Church of Greenbrier started two other churches, the Lights Chapel Baptist Church and

the Ridgetop First Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the church offers a Mother’s Day Out program and has actively

participated in both international and domestic mission trips since 1980; and

WHEREAS, this esteemed church’s congregation is pastored and shepherded by Dr.

Fred Baldwin; his astute leadership abilities, commitment to the beliefs of the church, and gift of

ministry have maintained the remarkable faith community; and

WHEREAS, the church members feel fortunate to share the gifts and Christian spirits of

Tim Purvis, Minister of Worship; Jason Cruise, Minister of Discipleship and Evangelism; and

Ben Stroup, Minister of Youth; and

WHEREAS, the essence of this congregation is displayed in their noble mission

statement: "First Baptist Church of Greenbrier seeks to bring glory to God through fellowship,

worship, evangelism, discipleship and ministry"; and

WHEREAS, they further seek to meet the needs of the community by providing a place

of belonging as well as a place to worship; and

WHEREAS, this blessed church and its congregation have grown and prospered as an

institution of time-honored family values and selfless love; and



- 3 - 01441985

WHEREAS, the church’s past has been good, and the future promises continued

blessings for the good people who comprise the membership of its congregation; and

WHEREAS, religious organizations such as the First Baptist Church of Greenbrier are

truly the rock-solid foundation upon which our society is built and a beacon of sanity and

continuity in these turbulent times, and the members of this fine congregation should be

appropriately honored for their exemplary service to their fellow Christians and to the good

people of Tennessee; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIRST GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor the First Baptist Church of Greenbrier and its

congregation on their Heritage Day Celebration and applaud their efforts as a welcoming

fellowship, striving to be faithful in worship, discipleship, and for reaching out to the world with

the Good News of Jesus Christ.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


